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3 | ‘* Prem Prachérini”’ oe ee ... | Nawabgunge, Barrack- sevens 
pore. 
Weekly. 
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Tar Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd December, observes in reply 
to a correspondent of the Englishman news- 
paper that British annexation has been the 
cause of the present decline of Oudh. ‘The people of that province are now 
worse off than they were under Wajid Ali. Government may not desire to 
annex Cashmere, but it is a fact that annexation has been always preceded 
by acry of oppression. It is true that oppression and extortion exist in 
Cashmere, but the money extorted by the officials from the people is spent 
in the country and does not go out of if. Native Princes also, it is true, 
make annexations, witness the case of the Maharajah of Cashmere, 
who annexed Ladak, Gilghit, and other places, but there is this difference 
between annexations by Native Princes and annexations by others, that 
while the former do not proclaim that they have conquered a place for the 
good of its inhabitants, the latter do so. 

2. The Navavibhakar, of the 22nd December, says that the influence 
and the extent of the dominion of France 
in the Eastern Peninsula are gradually 
increasing. This has become intolerable to many Englishmen. Lord 
Dufferin, too, when speaking of the proximity of Russians on the west, has 
not forgotten to speak of the proximity of the French on the east. Some 
English papers are saying that the propriety of the occupation of the frontier 
territories of British Burmah has now engaged his attention. These papers 
are recommending that the English Government should occupy Siam in 
order to prevent the French from occupying it. Glances are also being cast 
upon independent Burmah. All this has alarmed the writer. Indians were 
about to be ruined on account of the occupation of the western frontier. 
Now they are aiarmed at the recommendation regarding the occupation 
of the eastern frontier. 


Cashmere. 


France in the Eastern Peninsula. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. The Paridarshak, of the 14th December, notices another instance 
of oppression upon a native woman by an 
by an Beglithwon ron nave woman Anglo-Indian. A native woman named 
Elamabi, the kept mistress of one Mr. Robert- 
son of the Chandipore plantation in Cachar, was proceeding in a boat to 
Assam where Mr. Robertson had gone. The day she reached the steamer 
station Ichapore, the steamer Sz/char arrived at it. The woman 
attracted the notice of the Captain named Thackerland. The 
Captain sent the steamer agent to decoy the woman into the steamer, 
but the woman did not by any means consent to come into it. Upon this 
the Captain got into her boat and tried to violate her. The woman somehow 
managed to effect her escape. The police upon coming to know about the 
matter made enquiries and learned the above facts. It now remains for the 
Deputy Commissioner to do what is proper in the matter. 
4. The same paper saysthat the District Superintendent of Police, 
Sylhet,who has the powers of a Labour Inspec- 
fog? Maneser of the Lalakhal Planta tor went to the Superintendent of the Lalakhal 
plantation and asked the manager to show him 
the agreement deeds of the coolies. But the manager refused to show him these. 
Up on the Superintendent’s telling the manager that he had the power to 
call for the agreement deeds, the latter wanted to see the Act, and when the 
Superintendent had the Act brought from the police and gave it to the 
manager, the latter frowned and trampled upon the Act, and in a manner 
lnsulted the Superintendent and drove him out of the plantation. The 
Deputy Commissioner has fined the manager only Rs. 5. 
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5. The correspondent of the same paper, who gave information in 
— preceding issue about the outrage committed 
aioe oven seen Yr girl of the ~=ypon an unmarried coolie girl by Mr, Clerk 
icp paceiiol ipee: the Assistant Manager of the Alipore planta’ 
tion in Cachar, informs further that the woman’s mother and aunt took the 
girl after the Assistant Manager had left her to Mr. Locke, the Manager 
and told him all about the matter. Mr. locke gave them a letter for th. 
Government Pleader, but the Assistant Manager also came to the pleader 
A letter of a different kind from Mr. Locke reached the pleader, and after. 


wards Mr. Locke came himself and induced the girl’s mother and aunt ty 


come away. 

6. The same paper says that Mr. Kelleher, the Judge of Sylhet, is 
| gradually becoming notorious. He hag 
on Se behaved very discourteously towards tivo 
Munsifs of the sudder station. The Judge had reduced their establishment by 
dismissing 14 peons. The Munsifs addressed a letter to Mr. Kelleher op 
the subject. In the letter two slightly improper words had been used, 
Aman of his position should have disregarded these. But he called 
for an explanation from the Munsifs, who went to his private chamber to 
apologise to him, but the Judge did not see them there. Upon this, 
the Munsifs apologised to him in the court, Mr. Kelleher was not 
satisfied even at this, but told the Munsifs to apologise in writing, The 

Munsifs did so. | 
7. The same paper has heard that Mr. Geidt, the present Officiating 
The Officiating Deputy Commissioner Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, begins to 
of Sylhet. write decisions before hearing the pleaders, and 
gives judgment immediately after the pieaders have finished their address, 

8. The Samvéd Purnachandrodaya, of the 15th December, says 
that Englishmen of former days liked India. 


They tried to do good to the people. They 
wanted to make the people contented and happy. But Englishmen of 


the present day are fond of pleasure. ‘They trample the people under foot 
and try to put them down. 

9. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 17th December, complains that for 
various reasons the breed of cattle is degener- 
ating. Healthy cows have become very 
rare. Milk is becoming dearer and dearer every day. The writer 
therefore advocates that attempts should be made for improving the breed of 
cattle. . 

10. The same paper say that the work of the Munsifs is very difficult. 


i ei But any one who has attended as a pleader a 
: J udge’s Court for three years, and has succeeded 
in obtaining the favour of the Judge by flattery, can become a Munsif. 
These appointments should be given to those who have obtained some stan¢- 
ing as pleaders. If to attract good pleaders to the service an increase of 
the pay of the Munsifs be necessary, Government should not grudge to give 
the increase. ‘There should be a fixed time within which, if a Munsif can 
show his ability, he should be promoted, otherwise he should be dismissed. 
The writer also proposes that the dudges should inspect Munsifs’ offices 
more carefully and more frequently, for no work is properly done without 
strict supervision. | 
11. The same paper says that students from every part of Bengal 
The change of the time for holding have to come to Calcutta for appearing m the 
resem B. A. and 8. L. examinations. Calcutta is very 
hot in March, when the examinations are proposed to be held, while in the 
mofussil it is still cold; people should not 70 from a cold climate to a hot 


Englishmen of the present day. 


Cattle-breeding. 
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one at that season. Cholera generally breaks out in Calcutta in the begin- 
ing of the hot season, and so students who have to keep upall night should 
not come to Calcutta at that time. The journey to Calcutta and back costs 
Rs. 30 to Rs. 40, and puts the students to great inconvenience. There is 
no place where the students can conveniently put up during the period of the 
examination. The writer considers the argument that the degree 
examinations should always be held at Calcutta to be of no value. 

12. The Sahachur, of the 17th December, says that those who are 
not blinded by prejudice or race-feeling must 
acknowledge that the reception of Lord Ripon 
in unique, not only in the annals of India, but also in those of any country. 
History does not record that a man was so honoured before. Every class 
‘in India united to honour Lord Ripon. Such a widespread and en- 
thusiastic movement can never be produced by the wire-pulling of some 
agitators. Lord Dufferin has pleased Indians by accompanying Lord Ripon 
to the Railway station. The opponents of Lord Ripon ask, ‘“ What 
has he done?” In reply to this, it may be said that Lord Ripon has won the 
heart of India and made it more loyal than ever to the Queen. 

13. The same paper says that the last issue of the Hindu Patriot, 

The Hindu Patriot and the reception Which says that the addresses presented to 
of Lord Ripon. Lord Ripon from all sides of the country 
do not come fror the heart, but are only full of exaggerations and 
outward formality, should be burned by the hangman’s hand. 

14. The same paper cordially welcomes Lord Dufferin. The Editor 

ii Va does not desire that the new Viceroy should 
ori : show undue favour to any particular class. At 
present there is ill-feeling between the Anglo-Indians and natives. Lord 
Dufferin should try to remove this feeling; but he will not succeed in 
doing so ifhe honours Anglo-Indians and slights natives. The Editor 
says that, being a new man, Lord Dufferin must consult the members of 
his Council and his Secretaries, but it is desirable that the Viceroy should 
exercise his own judgment in every matter. The Editor warns Lord 
Dofferin that the officials will tell him that natives can never be loyal to 
the English Government, and that consequently they should not be com- 


Lord Ripon. 


pletely trusted. The Editor requests Lord Dufferin not to believe this, and 


assures him that the whole of India acknowledges with gratitude that the 
British Government, in spite of all its defects, is the best Government that 
India has ever had. — 

15. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor has recently 
shown that he is not willing to remain apart 
from natives. IfMr. Thompson tries his best 
to foster the system of Self-Government, and if he remedies the oppression 
committed by the officials, Government will obtain much help from the 
Self-Government Boards. If Mr. Thompson points out the faults of natives 
like a friend, they will accept such advice with gratitude. If there is good 
feeling between the ruler and the people, everything can be done without 
difficulty. The writer hopes that the coldness between the Lieutenant- 
Governor and natives has come to an end in Belgachia. | 


+ 


16. The same paper says that the Eurasians are very displeased 

es eas eh ake with Lord Ripon. The reception of Lord 
Me See pee eee Ripon by natives has very much pained 

them. The Editor says that their hostile feeling towards Lord Ripon 
is unjust and unreasonable. They should know that Lord Ripon was a 
true friend to them. He has sanctioned a grant of three to four lakhs for 
the education of their children. He has appointed a separate Inspector 
for the inspection of their schools. They will have the benefit of almost all the 


The Lieutenant-Governor. 
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measures introduced by Lord Ripon for the benefit of natives. The Eurasiang 
should know that they will never obtain the mghts of Englishmen from 
any Viceroy. 

17. The same paper says that the police of San Franciseo cruelly 
Indian coolies shot down by the fired upon the Indian coolies and thereh 
police in San Francisco. _ killed 17 and wounded 88 of them, because od 
defiance of official orders these foolish persons went out with tajiahs and 
tried to float them upon the sea. The writer says that in San Francisco 
the lives of these coolies are not evidently regarded as more precious than 
those of beasts. Had it not been so, their religion would not hare been 
interfered with, and they would not have been cruelly shot down, hg 
Editor hopes that Government will enquire into and take necessary steps jn 

the matter. 
18. Acorrespondent of the Prajé Bandhu, of the 19th December 
directs the attention of the newly elected 
Commissioners of the Bhuddreswar Muni- 
cipality, in the Hooghly district, to the desirability of making better 
arrangements for the lighting of the streets and the conservancy of the 
municipality. They are asked to take in hand the repairs of the Telinipara 
road. The Vice-Chairman is also requested to reduce the rate of municipal 

taxation. 

19. The Arya Darpan, of the 19th December, remarks, in reference 
Baboo Lal Mohun Ghosh, a candidate tO Baboo Lal Mohun Ghosh’s intention to 
for Parliamentary election. enter Parliament, that narrow-minded Eng- 
lishmen, who are hostile to India, are getting increasingly annoyed in 
proportion as the chances of the Baboo’s return to Parliament are becoming 
more numerous. Some of these persons have begun to heap abuses even 
on Mr. Gladstone. They seem quite unable to understand that by the 
success of Baboo Lal Mohun Ghosh they will be but gainers, and not 
losers. There is no strong public opinion in this country ; the newspaper 
press also is not sufficiently strong. This enables some Englishmen in 
this country to commit illegal acts with impunity, and thus to bring 
discredit upon the English name. Jiven when detected, these English 
offenders are like Webb allowed to go scot-free if they happen to be tried 
by inefficient English Judges. All this injures the reputation of the 
English nation for justice. If, therefore, by entering Parliament, Baboo 
Lal Mohun Ghosh can, through his efforts, succeed in, however small 


a measure, preventing any such illegalities, it is the English who will be 
gainers, 


The Bhuddreswar Municipality. 


20. The same paper is glad to notice that the people of Sooree 
Farewell address given to Mr. BL. recently held a public meeting in that place 
Gupta by the people of Beerbhoom. to bid farewell to Mr. B. L. Gupta, who 
had been for some time the Officiating District Judge of Beerbhoom, and 
that Europeans also very generously joined the meeting. 


21, The Bducation Gazette, of the 19th December, remarks that 
eit it is desirable to hold annual cattle exhibitions 

: i in Bengal, similar to those held every year 
in the Punjab. There has been a marked deterioration of domestic cattle 
in these Provinces, caused principally by the fact that the pasture lands 
formerly set apart in almost every village have been gradually brought 
under cultivation. Owing to other causes also the food-supply for cattle 
has diminished. The result is that milk and other articles made from 1 
have become exceedingly dear, and are uot procurable in sufficient quantities. 


Lhe writer exhorts the zemindars and other leading men of the country 
tO direct their attention to this matter. 
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29. A correspondent of the same paper asks the authorities to grant Boccastom Gazerre, 


A road from Najra station on the SUilickent funds for the construction of the 
Diamond Harbour State Railway. much needed road fromthe Najra station 
on the Diamond Harbour State Railway to the village of Usti in the 
94-Pergunnahs. Repeated representations have been made by the people 
on this subject, but nothing has been yet done to grant them relief. 

23. The Pratikar, of the 19th December, says that it is sorry for the in- 


Government and the distress of the difference shewn by Government to the distress 


people. of the people. The cries of distress are being 
heard everywhere ; still the Government thinks that there is no fear of 
famine within three or four months. It bas notyet been definitely settled 
what steps Government will take after these three or four months. If 
the officials learn by experiment the pain caused by hunger by eating their 
dinner two or three hours after the proper time, they will be able to realise 
the pain which the poor feel when they have to go without food for two or 
three days. Ifrelief is not soon given to the people suffering from scarcity, 
they will soon die. ) 

24, ‘The same paper says that Mr. Stevens suffered a heavy loss 
while in Krishnagore owing to embezzle- 
ment of public money by Beni Gopal. The 
writer is sorry that Mr. Stevens has again been placed in a similarly difficult 
position owing to the drawing of a large sura of money by false cheques by 
some clerks of the Land Acquisition Department from the Alipore treasury. 
Mr. Stevens isa very good man, and he cannot distrust others. The Editor 
will be very glad if Mr. Stevens is not found guilty of carelessness, 


25. The same paper says that Mr. Brett has discharged Laluram 
Panday, who is innocent. Laluram did what 
he thought was his duty. Mr. Walker tried 
to keep Mohur Gope’s cow, even though he knew that it was not his. 
Mohur took away his own cow from Mr. Walker’s place; still Mr. Walker 
had the cow forcibly taken away from Mohur. Who is go foolish as to think 
Mr. Walker innocent under these circumstances? Mr. Walker is guilty, 
and the police did its duty. But though Laluram has done what was proper, 
the writer calls him a fool because he does not know that the law does not 
apply to Anglo-Indians, but only to natives. 

26. The same paper says that Lord Ripon will never be forgotten by 
Indians, and that his name will be a house- 
hold word in Jndia. His fame will be the 


Embezzlement under Mr. Stevens. 


The case of Laluram Panday. 


Lord Ripon. 


most glorious in history. 


27. The same paper says that a Mussulman lady named Badarul-Nissa, 
A Mussulman lady’s reverence for the daughter of a distinguished zemindar of 
Lord Ripon. Bankoorab, will award a gold medal in honour 
of Lord Ripon to the Mussulman who will write the best essay on the con- 
dition of the Mussulmans of Bengal. The Mussulman lady’s reverence for 
Lord Ripon, and love for her co-religionists, are very praiseworthy, 
28. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has made reassuring 
| statements in replying to the address of the 
ont Dee inhabitants of Ahmedabad, and to that present- 
ed him by the Mussulmans. He has expressed his joy at the unprecedented 
honour shown to Lord Ripon. The Hditor hopes that Lord Dufferin will 
prove a worthy successor of Lord Ripon. : 
29. Thesame paper says that the Civil Surgeon of Berhampore has said 
aoe upon examination that the mendicant Krisna- 
The mendicant Krisnadas of Khagra. § 44, of Khagrais not mad, and that he cannot 
consequently keep him in the lunatic asylum. The writer is glad that Krisna- 
das will now be tried in a law court; he will now be able to defend himself. 
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80. The same paper says that, dissatisfied with the decision of 

Mr. Rattray in his neice’s case, Ram Jeebyy 
Bagdi has made a motion before the Judge 
Mr. Kirkwood. Mr. Kirkwood has granted the motion, and has called fos 


Ram Jeebun Bagdi’s case. 


the papers relating to the case. The writer believes that justice will now 


certainly be done to Ram Jeebun. 


31. The Urdu Guide, of the 20th December, says that the 3). 
feeling between natives and Anglo-Indian; 
awakened by the Ilbert Bill, is much to be 
regretted. Had the Anglo-Jndians joined the Committee for the reception 
of Lord Ripon, that ill-feeling would have passed away. On the one 
side Anglo-Indians claim to domineer upon natives, on the ground that 
they have courageously sunk capital in the country and have other. 
wise improved its condition. Natives on the other side, who now gee 
what rights are in justice due to them, ask for those rights. It will be well 
if the two nations become reconciled to one another by each giving up q 
portion of its claims. Unlesssuch a reconciliation takes place, Lord Dufferin 
will find the administration of India a very difficult task, for he wiil by no 
means be able to satisfy both the parties. 


32. The Grdémvdrta Prakdshikd, of the 20th December, says that 
the awakening of the national mind in India, 
under the auspices of Lord Ripon, is a very 
hopeful sign. But the departure of Lord Ripon at this moment is very 
disappointing. The Civilians are, as a rule, opposed to the progress of 
the natives. If anyone wishes to govern India well, he should take 
away some of the powers of the Civilians. Until the Civilian class is 
thoroughly reformed, men like Ramsay and Tayler, Webb and Francis, 
will continue to oppress the people. Lord Dufferin is a veteran in the 
art of government. He should keep a strict watch over the Civil Service. 
His utterances have inspired the people with hopes. He should bear 
in his mind tat the people of India are always grateful to him who does 
them any good. 


83. A correspondent writing to the same paper says that the people 
of Ramchundrapore in Nuddea are suffering 
greatly from the effects of scarcity. The 
people of SBaruipara in the same village are in a most miserable 
plight. 

34. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th December, says that, 


il ah het till owing to the defective system of nominatiog 

Toe Penge Jagan Sonne members the Bengal Lesieletive Council is in 

a very deplorable condition. Hight out of thirteen members of the Council 

are dependent on the Lieutenant-Governor for their prospects in life. The 

writer thinks that the Council should be reformed by the appointment of 
non-official members. 7 

35. The same paper publishes a letter from Aismali in Nuddea, and 


Scarcity in Nuddea. says that the people in the vicinity of that 
village are suffering badly from the effects of 


Indians and Angio-Indians. 


Lord Dufferin. 


Famine in Nuddea. 


scarcity. 
36. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 20th December, says 
— that people had very great confidence in 


7 Lord Ripon. They would have been glad 
if he had remained their ruler to the ad of his life. | . “ , 
o7. The Bangabdst, of the 20th December, notices that Moulvi 
ee ae Abdul Zubber, the Deputy Magistrate of 
Patna, committed an accused person to the 
Sessions. Mr. Sutherland, a lawyer, on behalf of the accused, wanted to 
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apply to the District Judge of Patna for bail, but he could not do so because 
the Judge was not in the station, he having gone to attend the installation 
of the Maharajah of Bettiah. The lawyer returned to the Deputy Magis- 
trate, but im vain,’ the Deputy had no power to grant bail. The writer is 
indignant at the conduct of the Judge, who sacrificed his duties to his 
pleasure, and hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will take serious notice 
of the conduct of that official owing to whose absence a man had 
to remain in the jail for no fault of his own. ‘The writer is not prepared 
to say whether the man was guilty or not, but the petition applying for 
bail should have been heard by the Judge at the time when it was 
made. 

38. The same paper notices with delight the union of the races 
inhabiting India to honour Lord Ripon. 
The administration of Lord Ripon, if it has 
done nothing else, has at least united the Indian population. The writer 
thinks that attempts should be made to make this union permanent. The 
union of the races would bring the rulers to their senses. A high 
official has written in the Pioneer advocating a change of policy in the 
administration of the Empire. If the people fail to keep up this spirit 
of unity, India will never prosper. 

09. The same paper remarks that the selection of examiners for the 
Universities is done in a very bad way. 
Very often he who teaches becomes the 

: examiner. Formerly candidates could know 
the names of examiners beforehand, but at the present moment they can- 
not doso. A Bombay paper, to remove the various inconveniences in 
connection with these selections, proposes that the Professors of one Uni- 
versity snould be appointed examiners in another. The writer hopes that 
the University authorities will take this proposal into their consideration. 

40. The same paper thinks that the English are mistaken in thinking 
that they can govern India with brute foree, 
and that they will strengthen the foundations 
of the British Empire in this country by skilful diplomacy and by such 
displays of Imperial power as the Delhi Assemblage. Lord Ripon has proved 
the inuulity of such things, He did not engage in any war, nor did he hold 
great durbars, but the people of India are unanimous in praising his ad- 
ministration. 

41. The same paper says that Bombay and Calcutta speeches 
of Lord Dufferin have inspired the people 
of India with hopes of better things in the 
future. But the writer is sure that Lord Dufferin will be in great 


The union of races in India. 


The appointment of examiners for 
the Universities, 


Indian policy. 


A few words tu the new Viceroy. 


difficulty if he supports the policy of Lord Ripon. The entire Anglo-— 


Indian community will stand against him. He will be hissed at like Lord 
Ripon. The Anglo-Indians want nothing else but the reversal of the 
policy of Lord Ripon. The writer is aware of the difficulties of the position 
of Lord Dufferin, but hopes that His Lordship will not disappoint the natives 
after giving them hopes. 

42. The same paper says that the fire of famine is blazing fiercely. 
Many villages in the district of Burdwan are 
suffering greatly from that fire. It is now 
December, but the people are in a state of agony from the effects of hunger. 
Many are falling into eternal sleep through weakness. Screams of 
sufferers ure heard in every direction, still every one is silent. From the 
rulers of provinces to the constables, all are silent, as if nothing has hap- 
pened, as if the villages have not been ruined by a great hurricane. Famine 
has made its appearence in a very large number of villages in Burdwan. 


Famine in Bengal. 
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The Editor is publishing week after week the stories of terrible suffe 


Teer rn 

caused by want of food. He is giving a list of deaths from starvation, iad 
a list of those who are sure to die unless promptly relieved 
But the Government seems to be inexorable. The writer does not 


understand why a good Christian like Mr. Thompson remains indifferent to 
the sufferings of the poor. Heis now busy with the departure of Lor 
Ripon and the arrival of Lord Dufferin; he has no time to look to the 
miseries of the people of Burdwan. The writer does not understand hoy 
Mr. Thompson will account for his conduct on the great Judgment Day, 
He will have to say that he neglected to relieve thousands of people in 
Burdwan in the Bengali year 1291, because he was busy in the pursuit of 
pleasure. The deaths of thousands from the effects of famine will be a stain 
on the administration of Mr. Thompson which will not be removed 
even by hundreds of good deeds. History will bear testimony to the fact 
that during the cold season of the Bengali year 1291 the people of Burdwan 
died of starvation through the negligence of the Lieutenant-Governor, 

43. The same paper gives a detailed account of the famine jp 

certain villages of the district of Burdwan, 
ooo account of the famine m= Th the village of Ausgram, out of 500 beegahs, 
there are only 800 beegahs of arable land. Of 
these 300 beegahs, only 55 beegalis have been cultivated this year. The outturn 
is expected to be only one sixty-fourth part of the full harvest. In the two 
previous years the outturn was eight annas and three annas respectively, and so 
the people were not at all well off. ‘here are two families in the village who 
have provisions for the whole vear instore. But even they will be in 
want in case they have to pay their rent from the stock of provisions in 
hand. There are some whose stock of provisions will last to the end of 
Pous. ‘There is only one tank in the village which contains drinkable water, 
but it is likely to become dry before the end of Pous. The people will 
then have to fetch water from the distance of a mile: already 150 men in the 
village have no means of livelihood; of these only 30 are able-bodied 
men. 

In the village of Gidhagram there are 350 families containing 2,000 
souls. ‘There are 4,000 beegahs of land in the village, of which only 500 
beegahs have been cultivated, and the outturn per beegah is expected to be 
three annas only. Four or five families have provisions for a year, eight or 
ten for six months; 100 families will not be in want till Faleun. Poor 
people will feel the pinch from January. There are two tanks from which 
drinking water is drawn. One of these has very nearly silted up. 
The other contains but a very small quantity of water. There are about 
50 to 60 tanks which are used for the purposes of irrigation. But not 
one of them contains a drop of water this year. The yield of the 
previous year was only six annas. The cattle do not get fodder. Sasi 
Baboo, a Government Assistant Surgeon, came to inspect the village and 
assured the people that something would be done torelievethem. About 
200 persons have fled to Calcutta. Many are in the utmost want. 

In the village of Swaragram there are 800 beegahs of arable land, of 
which only 400 beegahs will yield a five-anna crop. There is not.a single 
family which has provision for a year. People will suffer for want of food 
from the month of Magh. Two persons have already breathed their last 
= the effects of starvation, and there are many who have become extremely 
weak. 

44. The Sanjivani, of the 20th December, says that Mr. Stevens, 

aes the Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs, 1s very 
21-Pergunnahs, agistrate cf the wnfortunate. He had to pay a heavy fine 
for the defalcations at Kishnagore, and recently 
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again more than a lakh of rupees has been misappropriated in the land 
acquisition branch of the Collectorate of the 24-Pergunnabs. 

' 45. The same paper complains of the reduction of speed in the 
trains belonging to the Eastern Bengal Rail- 


{ B 1 Railwa ° . 
ee way. ‘This has put the passengers to a very 


creat disadvantage. 

~ 46. The same paper observes that the success which has attended 
the elections in the mofussil municipalities 
plainly show how ripe these were for the 
elective system. ‘The writer hopes that the municipalities which have 
obtained the privilege of electing their own Chairman will elect non-officials 
for that office. 

47. The same paper says that the Government notification direct- 
ing local public bodies to send their repre- 
sentations through local authorities will pro- 
duce very good results in certain cases, but in certain others these represen- 
tations are likely to rot in the offices of these local authorities. 

48. The same paper learns that the Superintendent of the Mymensing 
Juilis very fond of whipping prisoners, and 
that the death-rate has increased in that 
jail on that account. The Civil Surgeon is a very clever man. To 
keep the death-rate down to a low figure, he isin the habit of transferring 
prisoners in a moribund condition to other jails. The writer thinks an 


The Mvfussil Municipalities. 


Public Associations. 


The Mymensingh Jail. 


enquiry shculd be set on foot about the conduct of the Superintendent ° 


of this jail The Magistrate of Nowgong in Assam is also charged with 
keeping prisoners on insufficient diet, and sending them in a moribund 
condition to other jails. 

49. The same paper learns from the Indian Chronicle that Moulvi 

Ths Solent Bete Abdovl Zubber committed a prisoner to the 

Sessions, and that the Counsel on behalf of the 

prisoner wanted to move the District Judge for enlarging the prisoner on 

bail. But unfortunately the Judge was away at Bettiah to be present at 

the ceremony of installation of the Maharaja. The poor prisoner had 

therefore to remain in jail. Are not Civilians responsible for leaving their 
districts without making any arrangement for their work ? 

50. The same paper is of opinion that one of the most valued 
| privileges enjoyed by the people of this 
country under British rule is the privilege 
of making political agitations. Many think that these agitations are 
uscless, as they fail to influence the rulers who act on foregone conclusions. 
But the writer says that both history and the events of the day prove the 
utility of these agitations. The history of England is a history of the success 
of political agitations. It may be objected that the conditions of English 
society are entirely different from those of India. Rulers of India are 
not likely to pay any attention to the cries of the conquered people ; 
but the writer is of opinion that this objection is based on a mistake. 
Was not the repeal of the Press Act due to the universal agitation 
which followed the passing of that Act P Is not the success of the reception 
of Lord Ripon due to the same thing? Two things are required for 
success in such agitations, viz. unity and perseverence. The natives are 
to learn from Europeans how to make agitations successful. The writer 
thinks that agitations should be set on foot on the following subjects, 
viz. (1st) for getting the Self-Government Bill passed; (2nd) for separating 
the executive and the jndicial functions of Magistrates; (8rd) for obtaining 
trial by jury ; (4th) for enrolment in the Volunteer Corps; (5th) for the 
establishment of technical schools; (6th) for the introduction of the 
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elective system in the local Legislative Councils; (7th) for holding Ciyi 
Service examinations in India. 


51. The same paper notices the article in the Pioneer headed—« Jf 

The Englishman and the Native. this is real, what does it mean?” and 

approves of the tone in which it is written. 

The writer of the article appears to be an Englishman who has not logt 

his senses in his hatred for the natives. He seems to be possessed of a 

considerable amount of forethought and penetration. He perceives 

that a change has come over the spirit of the people. India of the present 
day is not what it was 50 years ago. 

52. A correspondent of the same paper writes a long letter com. 


a laining of the oppression practised in Agsa 

re rr res a the coolies ines ry expired sak i 
view to obtain fresh agreements from them. The writer is an eye-witness to 
most of these acts of oppression. A planter ordered his ‘/whurrir to obtain 
these contracts by any means. The Muhurrir tried to induce the time-expired 
coolies to enter into fresh engagements. The coolies having refused to 
do so, the Muhurrir, in consultation with the planter, produced false accounts 
showing that the coolies were heavily indebted tothe company for the 
provisions supplied tothem. The coolies who had purchased everything with 
cash did not pay any attention to him. Then the Muhurrir told them 
that they had been absent for several days, and that they should work for 
those days at least; again the coolies refused to obey him, whereupon 
they were all confined in a dark room, where they were mercilessly 
beaten by the planter at dusk with a cane. The writer feels a repugnance 

to describe what took place in that dark room. 
53. <A correspondent writing to the same paper _ says that 


: Mr. Archibald Hill, the Manager of the 
Indigo oppressions., 


Patkabari Factory in Moorshedabad, is in the 
habit of entering into contracts with the raiyats that they will sow a ceriain 


quality of land with indigo and reach the plants to the factory, in return for 
which they will get a small price. But the contracts are useless. The 
raiyats are compelled to sow all their lands with indigo. They cannot cultivate 
any other crop without Mr. Hill’s permission. le also settles what cro 
each raiyat is to raise. If they refuse to obey his orders, he abuses them 
and horsewhips them. They were this year permitted to raise other crops; 
but the standing crop was very luxuriant. Mr. Hill could not tolerate the 
idea that the raiyats should reap such a plentiful harvest, and he ordered that 
the young plants were to be rooted out. The raiyats hesitated to do so, but 
they were greatly ill-treated for their disobedience to Mr. Hill’s orders, and 
they at last agreed to root out the plants. The fields of Chandpur have been 
cleared, and orders have been issued for clearing the fields in Radhanagar 
and Kishnanagar. The writer thinks that, without the intervention of Go- 
vernment, nothing will put astop to the execution of Mr. Hill’s orders. 
The Editor earnestly entreats Government to interfere. 

54, The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 21st December, says that officers of 


aaa Government are indifferent even to terrible 
ppression by Europeans. . ; 

; crimes perpetrated by Europeans on the native 
subjects of Her Majesty the Empress of India. The Editor gives the story of 
a case of attempted rape on a native woman at Ichhapur in Cachar. 


Dd. ‘The same paper complains that the Postal authorities have shown 


cn -Indi rs. 
Partislity ‘of the Postal’ Depertinent. undue favour to certain Anglo-Indian pape 


The writer does not understand why only 4 
few of the papers have been selected for this favour. Is it because they 


abuse natives and applaud Englishmen ? If so, the native papers can never 
hope to obtain this favour. 


el a ee ee By: 
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56. The same paper has an article on the Bhowanipur rape case, in 
which he makes remarks similar to those 


noticed in paragraph 59 of our Report for 
the week ending the 13th December. 


57. The same paper is of opinion that Lord Dufferin is a great 
statesman, and it is expected that he will be 
able to reap the harvest so plentifully sown 
by Lord Ripon. But the writer advises him not to listen to the advice of 
Anglo-Indians. It requires great strength of mind to rise above the 
influence of these advisers. Lord Dufferin has been instructed by Her 
Gracious Majesty to look to the interests of all the different classes which 
compose Indian society. The writer hopes that Lord Dufferin will not 
disobey the Queen by advocating class interests. 

58. The same paper says that Lord Ripon should have known that 
the native press is not niggardly of praise. 
But it cannot possibly praise such men 
as Weekes, Tayler, Kirkwood and others. Lord Ripon has compared the 
native press with the English. But there is a vast difference between those 
two as regards the facility enjoyed by each of obtaining early information 
regarding the measures of Government. The native press could never 
have been accused of misrepresentation had it been furnished with infor- 
mation by the State. 

59. The same paper says that, though the Judges of the High Court 
were invited at Belgachea, still they did 
not come. The reason is that they have 
resolved not to mix in political movements any more. The writer thinks 
that the Judges should have considered this before Sir Richard Garth took 
the chair at the Eden Memorial meeting, and before some of them joined 
Anglo-Indians in the Iibert Bull agitation. 

60. A correspondent writing to the sume paper from Madaripur 

ms deen ana speaks very highly of the services of 
: elrsescerecitt Mr. Badsbah, the Joint-Magistrate of Madari- 
pur, who distributed medicine at his own expense during the late outbreak of 
cholera, and sympathised greatly with the people during the recent 
municipal elections. 

61. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 22nd Decemter, is glad to find 
that an agitation is going on for the introduc- 
tion of some system of moral training in 
the schools. The Education Commission recommended the introduction of 


moral training, but for various reasons Lord Ripon could not support the 
recommendation. In his speech at the City College he alluded to the 
difficulty of imparting moral training at an Indian school where students 
professing different religions come together for receiving instruction ; but 
the writer thinks that the country will be ruined if some sort of moral 
training is not given to the boys in the schools. 

62. The Navavibhdkar, of the 22nd December, says that affection is 
more powerful than force. What the English 
could noi do by exciting fear in the minds 
of Indians, they have been able to achieve by filling their hearts with 
reverence. Indians do not blame the English Government for having ruled 
the country by brute force in the first stage of its rule. What they blame 
is the desire of the Government to rule for ever by that means. When 
Indians saw that the English hated them, and were hostile to them, they 
at first became sad. But gradually their hearts became full of discontent. 
There was no outward sign of discontent, but the storm was brewing which 
burst with such violent force upon India in 1857. After this the eyes of 
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the English were opened to their mistake. They began to depart from thei, 
former policy and to treat Indians affectionately. The Queen igsyeq 
her noble Proclamation, breathing trust of and affection for her India, 
subjects in order to win their hearts. Canning, Elgin, Lawrence, Mayo anq 
Northbrook somewhat encouraged natives ; but not one of them had the 
inclination or power to give full effect to the Queen’s Proclamation. By 
though the English Statesmen profited by the lesson taught by the mutiny 
the Indian Civilians and Military Officers did not profit. by it, Lord 
Northbrook was succeeded by Lord Lytton, who followed the forme, 
repressive policy and was eagerly assisted by the Civilians and Militar 
officers, who are the advocates of brute force. They thought that they 
would be able to humble Indians to the dust; but their evil purpose was 
not fulfilled. On the contrary, their efforts to degrade Indians 
ave rise to a formidable political quarrel. The oppression under Lord 

ytton led to the unification of the Indian races. Union gaye 
greater political strength to Indians. The Indian Civilians and ‘Military 
Officers did not understand this, but the English politicians did, 
For this reason Lord Ripon was appointed to succeed Lord Lytton, 
Lord Ripon encouraged natives and entitled himself to their reverence 
by showing the purity of his heart. Under him Indians again became 
cheerful and raised their heads. The Indian races became more firmly 
united together. At that stage Anglo-Indians opposed the Ibert 


Bill. Upon this a violent quarrel broke out between the dark and the 


white. | 

63. The same paper says that even now the Anglo-Indians are 
denying that the enthusiasm of Indians for 
Lord Ripon is real political enthusiasm, 
and that the political enthusiasm displayed by natives during Lord 
Ripon’s administration is the inevitable result of English education 
and English enlightenment. For this reason the Sditor has read 
with great interest the article in the Pioneer headed “If this 
is real, what does it mean?” Because Lord Ripon had under. 
stood the change effected in Indians by English education, and because 
the Anglo Indians had not understood it, there was such difference of 
opinion between them. Cool-headed Anglo-Indians, whatever fault they 
may find with Lord Ripon’s measures, cannot but admit that he has under- 


The Anglo-Indians, 


stood aright the real state of affairs at present. The Pioneer has said 


that it is to be regretted that the violent Ilbert Bill agitation did not 
allow people the opportunity to understand the real state of affairs, Lord 
Dufferin, who is an able man, will easily understand that the present state 
of affairs is the gradual and inevitable result of circumstances. The 
writer entreats the Anglo-Indians to open their eyes, to forget the Ilbert 
Bill, and to co-operate with natives in reforming the system of administra- 
tion. 
64. The same paper says that nothing can be more desirable than. 
that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
should be popular with Bengalis. Because 
Mr. Thompson has up to this time disregarced public opinion, which now 
finds expression in this country through the press and public associations 
alone, Mr. Thompson has not been able to become popular with the 
natives. Because Lord Ripon paid regard to public opinion in every matter, 
his administration has been so satisfactory. Mr. Thompson is now showing 
respect.to publicopinion. His subordinates will injure themselves if they 
do not follow his example. Mr. Thompson has been able to realize the 
influence of the Public Associations. In expressing his opinion upon the 
Excise Commission, Mr. Thompson has distinctly shown his respect for 


Mr. Thompson and public opinion. 


r the public Associations. He desetves praise for advising the Board of 
Revenue to consult these Associations before the introduction of any measures. 
n The system of Self-Government has increased the value of public opinion. 
d The Self-Government Boards and the Municipalities will now make known 
e the opinion of the public to Government. The more these assemblies obtain 
t freedom, the more powerful public opinion will become. The writer prays to 
God that these assemblies may prepare the way for the introduction of the 
d system of representative Government. But the Local Boards will not have 
ar the power of interfering in political matters. Consequently, with the 


'Y increase in the number and power of these Boards, the increase in the ; 
ny number and power of the Public Associations also is necessary. Now the i 
as Public Associations make representations to Government through the i 
8 local officers. Upon the receipt of those representations, Government does ‘ 
rd what it thinks proper. Owing to this, the pressure of work upon the Secretaries ig 
ve to Government is overwhelming. For this reason Mr. Thompson has issued i 
ry a circular to the effect that the Public Associations will have henceforth i 
d. to make any representation which they may have to make to the Local i 
a. Self-Government Board, and if there is no such Board in the place, to the i 
0 Magistrate or the Commissioner. If any Association desires that its memo- i 
ne rial should be submitted to Government, it should be submitted through the | 
ly Local Board or through the local authorities to Government. There is 4 
rt nothing objectionable in these arrangements. When the members of the a 
le Local Board will be elected by the rate-payers, it is certain that they will " 
remove their grievances. Ifthe orcers of the Lieutenant-Governor are i) 

re acted upon, the power of the Self-Government Boards will increase. The t 
or writer is glad that Mr. Thompson has begun to respect public opinion. | 
n, 65. The same paper says that Sir Richard Garth, Baboo Romesh  x,,,,.s.za2, yg 
rd icici Chunder Dutt and the experienced pleader of Dec. 22na, 1884. i 
0 ce the High Court, Baboo Mobini Mohun Roy, i 
id have recommended that an Act should be pass2d regarding the registration of Ay 
18 tenures. The Bengal Government agrees in the opinion. Mr. Reynolds. f 
I- has framed a Bill in which he has embodied the recommendations of Baboo i 
32 Mohini Mohun. But. Mr. Reynolds does not approve of the recommenda- h 
of tion made by Baboo Mohini Mohun that the register should be kept in the: % 
7 Subordinate Judge’s Court. He has therefore provided that the book i 
re shall be kept in the Collector’s office. | a 
id 66. The same paper says that every one who is well versed in states- — wavavisnaxas. 4 
ot we teas manship must admit that the power of a free a 
e freédom of the Press. d ‘ : a 

d ; press is unbounded and its prestige extra- i 
te ordinary. The sharp-sichted and experienced statesman, Lord William a 
1 Bentinck, who had such able colleagues as Macaulay, Metcalfe, Edmonstone, : 
rt and Tucker, said at the.time of his departure from India: —‘ I have derived a 
3° more assistance from the public press than from my colleagues.” . When ‘if 
Lord Bentinck spoke in these terms of the assistance he had received from the S| 

0 press, there were few native papers. But now the number and influence of q 
al native papers are increasing daily. The majority of the people do a 
e not know English and ventilate their grievances through the native eh 
W papers, The native papers make the feeling of the people known to qt 
ns Government. Under these circumstances, Lord Ripon has more bene- 4 
- 4 fited Englishmen than natives by repealing the Press Act. The + 
T, native papers are the unpaid counsellors of Government. An experienced S| 
V4 statesman like Lord Dufferin will easily understand what an enemy a man 1 
ey who recommends the gagging of these faithful counsellors is of Government. t 
1e Lord Ripon said at Belgachea that he regarded the repeal of the Press Act y 
1e as one of the most promising-measures of his administration. This stotement | 
or has pained the ZLxglishman, who has abused the native papers, following 4 
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the example of its cousin, the Peoneer. The Editor says that, however 
tionable the writings of native Editors may be, they are far less objectionable 
than the writings of Anglo-Indian Kditors, who are still abusing the 
righteous Lord Ripon and Indians. Lord Ripon found them out. Jorg 
Dufferin too will soon find them out. The Press Act will never bo 
reimposed. Even if it is reimposed Anglo-Indian Editors also wil} pe 
subjected to it. 

67. The same paper says that the Home Government, which has not 
‘isiaeih “ahaieadin ee to defray the expenses of high education 
Wasa Gevmndieas and ae Serie spends five and a half crores of rupees upon 
ment of India compared. the education of the people of Great Britain 
and Ireland, which unitedly have a population of not more than “ thirty 
millions and six-hundred thousands.” But the Government of India spends 
not more than one crore of rupees yearly upon the education of two 

hundred millions of people. 
68. The same paper says that the people are anxious to see 
whom the new Viceroy will appoint to the 
»APpointment to tho Additional Judg- three additional Judgeships in the High Court 
ships in the Hig urt. ‘ | : 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State. This 
is his first opportunity of showing his work. The Editor hopes that he will 
consider ull the circumstances of the case, and will not listen to the unjust 
request of anybody. The writer is very sorry to say that party spirit and 
race-feeling has entered the High Court. Educated natives have become 
the eyesore of the Judges. Some Judges are perhaps swayed by the fear 
that the prestige of the English Judges in the mofussil will be destroyed 
if their judgments are reversed. The non-attendance of some of the Judges 
at Belgachea on the occasion of the reception of Lord Ripon, though invited, 
shows their feeling. This state of things will not be at an end unless the 
number of native Judges in the High Court is increased. The Editor has 
heard that the Chief Justice has recommended that the pleader, Baboo 
Chandra Madhub Ghose, the Barrister Mr. Trevelyan, and the Civilian 
Mr. Beverley, should be appointed to the three additional Judgeships. The 
Charter distinctly says that the number of Civilian, Barrister, and Native 
Judges should be equal. Now there is only one native Judge in the High 
Court, when Baboo Chandra Madhub has been appointed there will be two 
native Judges. But if another Civilian Judge and another Barrister Judge 
are appointed, there will be seven Civilian and six Barrister Judges. Con- 
sequently, the utmost disrespect possible will be shown to the Charter. The 
number of native Judges should be increased to five, if not at once, gradually. 
For this reason the writer recommends that instead of another Civilian 
Judge two native Judges should be appointed. Messrs. Beverley and 
‘Trevelyan have no claim to the new Judgeships. Experienced Judges 
like Mr. Beveridge have far better claims to the new posts. The writer 
says that Government will at once respect the claims of the Barristers, 
show respect to natives, and satisfy Mussulmans, if it appoints Mr. Amir Ali 
instead of Mr. Trevelyan to one of the Judgeships. Mr. Amir Ali is in 00 
respect inferior to Mr. Trevelyan. 
69. The same paper says thatno Viceroy ever received such honour 
sa bis as Lord Ripon. Lord Dufferin himself joined 
in the cheers given in honour of Lord ipon 
at the time of his departure. The Editor hopes that Lord Dufferin will receive 
such honour at tne time of his departure to his country as Lord Ripon. 
70. The same paper says that Englishmen and Englishwomen lined the 
siciiuniiilaidieaasa streets at the time of the departure of Lord 
Indian, SMe Atelo- §~Ripon. But they did not venture to cheer for 
Lord Dufferin, lest their cheering should be 


Object. 


( 1551 ) 


mistaken for cheers for Lord Ripon. When Lord Dufferin returned after seeing 
Lord Ripon off they cheered. But Lord Dufferin, as was to be expected, did 
not notice their greeting. The enemies of Lord Ripon can never be the 
friends of Lord Dufferin. 

71. The same paper says that 800 millions of Indians unanimously 

The Hinds Patriot and the honor Showed heartfelt gratitude to Lord Ripon. 
shown to Lord Hipun by Indians. Still the Hindu Patrio: says that the addresses 
presented to Lord Ripon are full of exaggerations and flattery. The 
paper which says so does not deserve the name of the Htadu Patriot. 

72. The same paper says that if the evidence given by Dr. Ferris 
before the Enquiry Commission is to be 
believed, Calcutta is hell. If the Anglo- 
Indians at all believe their witness, they should 
fly from the town without the least delay. Mr. Jones has always found 
fault with the Municipal officers, and he has done so before the Enquiry 
Commission. Justice Cunningham has abused the Municipality from the 
first to the last. Mr. Sutherland was placed in an awkward position by 
Mr. Cotton: out of his own mouth he stands condemned. Even the 
President, Mr. Beverlev. could not save him. 

73. The same paper says that, at the request of Lord Ripon, the 

Appointment of Anglo-Indians as Secretary of State has sanctioned the appoint- 
magnets. ment of niae natives of India, including 
Englishmen and Hurasians, trained in Indian Engineering Colleges every 
year as Engineers. Englishmen are indeed blessed. They will obtain posts 
of Engineers by studying in the Cooper’s Hill College. They will also obtain 
posts every year by studying here, If even this does not satisfy them, the 
claims of Indians will have to be totally ignored. 

74, The dnanda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd December, contains 
an article on the proposed law for the regis- 
) tration of permanent tenures in Bengal. 
After giving the substance of Mr, Reynolds’ speech in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council asking for leave to introduce a Bill for that purpose, thé 
Editor proceeds to remark that there can be no doubt that the proposed 
registration is likely to prove greatly beneficial. A register of permanent 
tenures will prove as useful to officers engaged in deciding suits connected 
with landed property, as a knowledge of the different parts of the buman 
body does to a physician. Mr. Reynolds hopes thav the preparation of 
such a register will lead to a decrease in the number of suits involving 
contested rights, and will greatly facilitate the task of deciding those 
that will beinstituted. But itis clear that, as soon as the work of regis- 
tration is taken in hand, such suits will be instituted, and it is probable 
that before the registration is completed, Bengal will have been ruined 
by litigation. 
the institution of almost numberless suits, and for the outbreak of disputes 
between the different classes possessing interest in the land. The result 
of this will be that Collectors and Subordinate Judges will be overwhelmed 
with work, and entertainment of additional hands will be rendered neces- 
sary. This will put Government, zemindar and ryot alike to additional 
expense. It is yet within the recollection of many that when the 
provisions of Act X, relating to enhancement of rent, came into force, not 
a few zemindars became mad over the idea and ruined themselves, wmiddle- 
men and agricultural tenants alike. If, again, the zemindars are given 
powers for the collection of rents over other classes of ryots similar to those 
they possess over putnidars, Government will be obliged to confer similar 
powers upon intermediate tenants also, inasmuch as failure on the part of 
those tenants to collect rent at the appointed time from tenants holding 
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properties of the intermediate tenants. So if Government really desires {, 
benefit the zemindar, and decides upon giving him special powers over jp. 
termediate tenants, these tenants also should be given similar special powers 
over the agricultural tenants. If the proposed law is passed, landed 
property will gradually pass into the hands of the wealthy, the agricultural 
tenant will be ruined, the strong will be enabled to oppress the weak, and 
Government will ultimately become absulute owners of all sorts of rights jn 
the land. 
75. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin should not, from the 
festive demonstrations in honour of Lord Rip 
Lord Dufferin. pon, 
conclude that the people are perfectly happy 
under British rule, or that they have no grievance. Lord Dufferin must }e 
aware that the people of India, unable to endure much longer the injustice 
and oppression committed upon them under Moslem domination, voluntarily 
placed the Indian Empire in the hands of the British nation. To win this empire 
England had not to incur any expenditure of blood and treasure, or to over- 
come any serious political difficulty. Everything was done for England by 
the people of India. When they did this, they formed high hopes and 
dreamt dreams of happiness .under British rule; but gradually they 
became disappointed. Lord Dufferin must be aware that under the 
Company considerable injustice and oppression were committed upon the 
people. The people of India are exceedingly gentle and inoffensive, but 
so great was that oppression, that in despair they rose in rebellion and 
enacted scenes of bloodshed and horror. The Company’s rule was over- 
thrown, and the Government of the country passed into the hands of the 
Queen. Her Majesty at this time issued a Proclamation. That Proclama- 
tion has now been in existence for 26 years, and what a decline has occurred 
during this period. The happiness which the people still enjoyed under 
the Company has disappeared during this period. Under the Company 
there was no Criminal law like that at present in force. The country had 
not become so much impoverished or saddJed with taxes; there was not so 
much oppression on the part of the officials; the Police and Magisterial 
officers did not posses such unlimited powers; while, on the contrary, the 
officials evinced a sympathy with the natives which has long ceased to exist. 
Since tne assumption of the Government by the Queen, the Indian 
Administration became increasingly rigorous, and reached the extreme 
limit of rigor under Lord Lytton. The repressive public measures of Lord 
Lytton’s administration withered up the hopes and aspirations of the people. 
J-ord Ripon came and revived all these hopes. It is for the present Viceroy 
to foster and encourage them, and to give effect to the Queen’s Proclamation. 
It is exceedingly gratifying to learn that Lord Dufferin will endeavour to 
effect a reconciliation between natives and Anglo-Indians. : 
76. The same paper contains viet provoues to be an account of ioe 
= sii receptionof Lord Dufferin by the Europeans an 
Haak Sete ne Seger Kurasians of Calcutta apoa His ncocilones’s 
arrival in the metropolis. The writer ridicules the pretensions of poor Kast 
Indians, who, it is said, went in old, and, in many instances, borrowed dresses 
to receive the new Viceroy, and gave themselves out as Europeans. The Euro- 
eans, it is said, assisted by these men made repeated efforts to ‘prevent 
engalis from approaching the Viceroy, and loudly cheered His Excellency, 
calling him their Viceroy, and abused Lord Ripon whom they called the 
Natives’ Viceroy. 
77. The same paper is stig to learn that the Defence Association 
ie as decided upon making an appeal to the 
: pois has High Court satan the judgment Y Mr. Brett 
in Laluram Panday’s case. That Mr. Brett has done justice in that case 
appears to be the opinion of not only natives but of also many experienced 
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European officials. It is to be hoped that by making an appeal in this case, 
the Defence Association will not so soon reveal themselves in their true 
colors to Lord Dufferin. The Editor is informed that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has called for the papers of this case and of the other cases con- 
nected with it, and hopes that His Honor will consider these cases as 
impartially as he did the Kishnagore case. 
78. The same paper is informed that the Tenancy Bill will be passed 
7 Bill into law atno distant date. The Editor 
emma eee therefore asks those who have any objections 
to make to make them without any delay. 
79. The same paper contains a letter purporting to have been written 


by the ryots of the Jalamutha Khas Mehal. 
daaerarc a cencn: The slbvvies points are noticed in the 
letter :—A portion of the drainage channel of the Jalamutha pergunnah 
passes through the Gujamutha pergunnah. All the superfluous water in the 
Jalamutha, Bhuanmutha, Oyamarshi, Bajarpore, Sujamutha, and Narua- 
mutha pergunnahs passes through this channel into the Bagda river. The 
channel, however, is not cleared every year. The writer therefore prays 
that for the efficient drainage of the places named above, a wide canal should 
be excavated from the Destadighi sluice in the Jalamutha pergunnah to 
the Bagda river. 

To the north of the Jalamutha pergunnah are the jalpat lands 
As the lands outside of the public embankment do not receive any benefit 
from the State, itis not fair to enhance their rents. Government should 
direct the construction of an embankment along the river from the Mahomed- 
pore sluice to the Tengrakhali Ghat. The survey amins have in their 
records shown bad lands as good. The lands have not been measured 
before the ryots, nor have pottahs been given and kabuliyats taken. 
It is not therefore fair to demand rent from the ryots according to the 
papers of these amins. 

The rate of rent in the Arunganagur, Sujamutha, and Bhuanmutha 
pergunnahs is high; but the land in those pergunnahs is of better quality 
than that in the Jalamutha pergunnah. It is not therefore fair to assess 
land in the last mentioned pergunnah on the rate which prevails in the 
aforesaid pergunnahs, 

Government has from a long time past borne the expenses of the 
public and village embankments and of canals. It is not therefore proper 
to now call upon the ryots to construct their own village embankments. 

The ryots have been greatly inconvenienced by the khas tanks bein 
assessed to revenue. Formerly, these tanks were freely used by the ryots, 
but now they are not allowed to do so. 

The rents of the ryots who were favoured by the Deputy Collector 
have been enhanced by an anna or two per bigha, while those of others 
have been enhanced quite arbitrarily. 

The enforcement of the certificate procedure against poor tenants 
who have not signed the jammabundi papers and the consequent distraint of 
their goods and chattels cause considerable oppression. Complaints are 
not listened to by the Deputy Baboo. 

The tesildars do not go to the houses of the ryots to collect rents, but 
remain seated in one place, and send their only peon to press for payment. 
Considerable irregularity attends the work of collection. 

The lands do dot yield as much crop as formerly, and have deteriorated. 
The cost of cultivation was formerly less. 

The Deputy Collector, Mr. Mendes, is not granting remissions of 
rent in the Doro pergunnah, although Government has ordered remissions 
to be granted. There is considerable oppression committed in the Keoramal 
pergunnah in connection with the enforcement of the certificate procedure. 
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Petitions of the people bear no fruit, Since the recent settlement 


ryots have not been granted complete remissions in cases of loss of Ba 
caused by drought or excessive rainfall. More thana hundred thon. 


. ide tS h 
certificates have been issued in this mehal. ousand 


The ryots ask that their rents be fixed once for all, anda 
settlement be made with them. 


Any defaulter who owes even less than a rupee is charged with , 
talabana of Rs. 2. The ryots pray that Messrs. Harrison and Cotton 
who are well acquainted with their condition, be entrusted with the task 
of making the land settlement in that pergunnah. 


permanent 


80. The Samaya, of the 22nd December, disapproves of the re ly of 

Lord Ripon to the address presented by the 
native press. In England, there are ty, 
parties, one of which supports a measure which the other party 
opposes, and so the Government can easily know the views of both. 
But there are no such parties in India. But the writer thinks 
that there are two parties in India, too, the Huglshman and the 
Pioneer forming one party and the Séatesman with the native papers 
forming the other. The writer blesses Lord Ripon for grantin 
freedom to the press, but thinks that it 1s very unfortunate that Lord 
Ripon should entertain the idea that native papers do not always speak 
the truth. He attributes this to the fault of the Translator who, it is alleged, 
sends garbled translations, — 


Lord Ripon and the native press. 


81. The same paper does not apptove of the withdrawal of the provision 
that the enhanced rent should not in any 
case exceed one-fifth of the average value 
of the gross produce from the presext Tenancy Bill. The Government of 
India thinks that the rate per cent. at which rent can be enhanced 
should be fixed. But the writer says that the maximum limit of enhance- 
ment should be declared by law. If simply the rate of enhancement be 
fixed, the zemindar will go on enhancing his rent ad anfinitum at that 
rate. The Government of India-seems to be labouring under the mis- 
conception that the rate of rent in Bengal is very low. The writer thinks 
that enhancement should be granted only ontwo grounds, viz. (1) if the 
gemindar has improved the land at his own expense ; (2) if the quantity 
of Jand proves on measurement to be larger than that for which rent 1s paid. 
Lord Cornwallis never made the rise of prices a ground for enhancement. 
The writer thinks that no distinction should be made as to the rate of 
rent payable by tenants with permanent rights and tenants-at-will, for in that 
case the endeavours of the zemindars will be directed to the ejectment of 
tenants who havea permanent right in the soil. The writer thinks that one- 
sixth of the average value of the gross produce should be fixed as the maxi- 
mum rate of rent instead of one-fifth as was proposed. 


The Tenancy Bill. 


82. The same paper hears that a large number of clerks has been 
ordered to remain in the hills for the whole 
year, on pain of being dismissed from the 
service. This may be worthy of Englishmen who are good Christians, but 
the order is excessively hard. Those Englishmen who have passed this 
order may say that the clerks who are mere servants have no right to protest 
against it, but the clerks, when they entered the service, never entered 10t0 
an agreement of perpetual banishment. The writer thinks that many of 
the clerks will not venture to resign, but they will fall victims to untimely 
death; their children will receive no education; and many of them who 


may not venture to take their families to the hills will bave to keep UP 
two establishments. 


Hardship of clerks. 
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83. The same paper is very glad that Mr. Brett has acquitted Laluram 
Panday. But the poor fellow has lost all he 
had in defending himself. The writer is 
not aware whether he will get back his appointment. If he gets it, he should 
instantly apply for a transfer from Purneah. Mr. Brett has in a manner 
admitted that injustice has been done to Mohur Gope. But will Mr. 
Thompson suffer Mohur to remain in jail? Every one is convinced that Mohur 
has been sent to jail by a conspiracy of the indigo-planters. Mr. Weekes 
has done a much greater wrong than Mr. Tayler of Nuddea, and should 
be punished with greater severity. If Mr. Thompson does not take notice 
of this case, it should be brought to the notice of the new Viceroy. 

84. The same paper says that during the Ibert Bill agitation, 
Englishmen greatly insulted Lord Ripon, and 
abused the natives. The writer is glad to 
find that they are at present actuated by a spirit of conciliation towards 
the natives. They have been obliged to acknowledge afier the demonstra- 
tions in honour of Lord Ripon that there is a deep meaning underlying 
these movements. The tone of the Pioneer has changed. Every English- 
man can expect to have the honours done to Lord Ripon. These demonstra- 
tions have plainly shown that natives are not ungrateful. India and 
England are so closely connected, that the prosperity of one is the source of 
prosperity to the other. Under these circumstances race antagonism should 
not be allowed to exist. The English should not make any distinction 
between the whites and the blacks. They should not be proud, and should try 
to be just. If they show a spirit of conciliation, the brotherly feeling 
between the natives and the English will become deeper. 

85, The same paper is glad to notice that the elections in the Suburbs 
held on the 20th were a great success. 
Really worthy men have been selected in 


Laluram Panday's case. 


Spirit of conciliation. 


Elections in the Suburbs. 


every ward. 

86. <A correspondent writing to the same paper from Baraset, 
says that an able-bodied peasant was 
attacked by four rabid jackals. He killed 
one, but was badly wounded by the other three. His life is almost despaired 
of. The writer says that had the poor man been furnished with arms, he 
could have killed all the four jackals and saved himself. 
tke @ teen & 87. A correspondent writing to the 
Barasat. same paper from Banummura in  Baraset, 
complains that the roads in that village are never repaired. 

88. A correspondent writing to the same paper from Kamta in 
Jhenida, complains that there is no post-office 
at Kamta. This is a great inconvenience 
to the people who are all very respectable men. The nearest post-office at 
Sadhuhati is at the distance of seven miles. 

89. The Som Prakash, of the 22nd December, says that from what 

pe ae the public have learnt of the new Viceroy 
— during the last few days, they have been 
reassured. But the Anglo-Indian community has again become gloomy. 
The Anglo-Indians had hoped that Lord Dufferin would upset the policy 
of Lord Ripon. But Lord Dufferin’s first utterances have dashed all 
their hopes to the ground. 

90. The same paper tells Lord Dufferin that he has everywhere 
obtained credit for experience, genius, 
courage, and courteousness, and that he 
commands the reverence of both the political parties in England owing 


Rabid jackals in Baraset. 


Complaints of Kamta in Jhenida, 


Requests to Lord Dufferin. 


to his ability. The Editor expects that he will satisfy Indians by his ~ 
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good: qualities, and that he will more firmly establish British dominioy 
in India. by ruling Indians in the interests of Indians, without hayino 
any regard to the policy of any of the two contending political parties 


The Editor entreats Lord Dufferin to .believe that the desire of natives 


for the stability of British rulein the country is sincere and not affected. 
Some time before Indians were subject to England owing to the 
fear of her brute force. To-day they are subject to England, becayse 
they rely upon the good sense and righteousness of England, and because 
they firmly hope that their aspirations will be fulfilled under her rule, 
The writer says that Lord Dufferin, who belongs to the freedom-loving 
English nation, must admit that self-government only really deserves the 
name of government. It is no wonder that the English education of 
Indians should make them fond of this form of government. The 
Editor is convinced that if Indians ever obtain a place among great 
nations, she will attain to that position only through self-government, 
but England need not be uneasy at this. Indians see that under English 
rule only they can learn the great lesson of self-government. It is need- 
less, says the writer, to tell an eminent and experienced statesman like 


Lord Dufferin that the more this aspiration of Indians is fulfilled the 


more will they be contented. Regarding the slow and cautious advance 
of Russia, the Editor says that an experienced statesman like Lord Dufferin 
cannot but see that it is impossible to drive Russia from the gates of 
Herat without carrying on a formidable war with her in Asia as well as in 
Russia itself; but the result of such a war is uncertain. Under these 
circumstances, it is advisable to welcome Russia like a friend at the gates 
of Herat. He who realizes the truth that if India is not governed 
satisfactorily, when there isa powerful power at her gates, she will be 
ruined, and England also will be injured, and governs India in the way 
which appears expedient as the result of such conviction, will act asthe true 
friend of England and India. 

91. The same paper referring to Mr. Malabari’s efforts to put 
an end to the system of .early marriage, says 
that the number of girl-widows will diminish 
if the number of early marriages diminishes. The Hditor hopes that the 
leaders of the Hindu society will turn their attention to the matter. 

92. The same paper says that now that Lord Ripon has departed 
from the country, the Anglo-Indian commu- 


Early marriage of Hindoo girls. 


The Anglo-Indians and Uord Ripon’s 


administration. nity has begun to see the merits of hisadminise | 


tration. The writer did not expect that the 
Anglo-Indians would so soon appreciate the rule of Lord Ripon. The 
support of Lord Ripon’s policy by the Proneer which is the organ of the 
civilians has made the Editor very glad. In spite of many changes in the 
national character in the course of time, Indians are still simple, meek, and 
amiable. The administration of those Governors only who have clearly 
seen these good traits in the character of Indians, have been successful. 
Because Lord Canning clearly saw these traits in the character of 
Indians, because he said that Indians could be ruled by good treatment, 
without the aid of brute force, his administration has been so_ glorious. 
Had he tried to quell the mutiny in the manner proposed by short-sighted 
Englishmen, he would never have succeeded in quelling it. Because Lord 
Ripon saw the above good traits in the character of Indians, and because he 
sympathized with them and tried to benefit them he has entitled 
himself to their gratitude. Indians desire the stability of British 
rule, because they are aware that the severance of the connexion between 
Envland and India would be very much injurious to both the countries. 
But there is great probability of danger to the British Government unless 
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there exists good feeling between natives and Anglo-Indians. But as long as 
Anglo-Indians do not take into account the mighty change effected in Indians 
by English education, good feeling will not be established between the two 
nations. | 
98. The Prabhatt, of the 22nd December, is glad to find that the 
| tone of the Anglo-Indian papers is changing. 
The Pioneer has changed its tone, and its 
Calcutta contemporaries have followed suit. They have come to learn that the 
interests of the natives and of the Europeans are the same, and that 
there is no good in quarrelling. Even the Civil and Military Gazette 
proclaims that India is for Indians. The writer is very glad at the 
prospect of a reconciliation betweeen the rulers and the ruled. Race 
antagonism runs very high in Bengal only. It is much less in Bombay 
and in Madras.  . a 
: e same paper publishes a letter 
pectlugaas from a correspondent, ‘whe tener wr of the 


Anglo-Indian papers. 


prevalence of theft at Bali. 
95. The Surabhz, of the 23rd December, says that Lord Ripon 


has left two minutes, one recommending 
enue tal oudicial cn a the separation of the executive and the 
the extension of the right of jury trial judicial functions and the other recommend- 
che coded ing the extension of the right of trial by 
jury in the case of natives. The Editor hopes that Lord Dufferin will 
perform his duty by giving effect to those two minutes. 

96. The same paper says that according to the Pruneer Lord 

Lord Ripon’s minute about Self Ripon has left a minute about self-govern- 
Government. ment. The Kditor says that the minute 
should be published for the information of the public. 

97. The same paper says that no Viceroy ever succeeded in awaken- 

Lord Ripon and the loyalty of Img such loyalty in the hearts of Indians 
indians. = as Lord Ripon. The loyalty of Indians has 
pleased Lord Ripon very much. In a conversation with the Dewan of the 
Rajah of Kapurtollah, Lord Ripon said :—* The Indians are a loyal people ; 
their loyalty to the Queen-Empress is unquestionable.” 

98. The same paper says that a school for technical instruction will 
be a suitable memorial of Lord Ripon, who 
was anxious for the technical education of 
Indians. The people of Bombay and Hyderabad have resolved to establish 
such schools. ‘lhe people of Calcutta should follow their example. 

99. The same paper says that justice requires that at least half the 

Appointment to the Additional Judge- number of the J udges of the Calcutta High 
ships in the High Court. Court should be Bengalis. But Government 
will not soon he so just. The writer says that Bengalis should be appointed 
to the three Additional Judgeships in the High Court sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State, and to all Additional Judgeships in that Court that may 
be sanctioned in future. 

100. The same paper says, that the Cape Government commit oppression 

Oppression upon. Indians whohave Upon the Indians who are now living in the 
scttled in the Cape Colony. Cape Colony. These Indians have submitted a 
petition to the Government of India complaining of the injustice of the 
Cape Government. The Editor hopes that Government will save those 
Indians from oppression. 

101. The same paper says, that the organs of the Anglo-Indians are 
now giving Lord Ripon credit for justice and 
noble-heartedness. The Englishman has said:— 
“We must accord to Lord Ripon the praise which is due to the excellent 
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-antentions and benevolent motives by which he has been guided throughout 


his administration.” 


102. The same paper objects to the rule made by Mr. Thompson, that 


Mr. Thompson's rules about the sub- all petitions to Government from the Mofussil 


ic. 
to Government. Magis 


trate or the local Board or Municipality, Py, 
secret reason of this rule is evident. After this rule, people in the Mofussi] 


will not venture so much as before to complain against the Self-Government 
Boards and the Magistrate. How many persons will submit a petition 


against the local Magistrate through him? The above rule will undoubtedly 
increase oppression in the mofussil. 


103. Thesame paper says that the Statesman was formerly the friend 


7 of the ryots, but it has now become the; 

The Statesman and the Rent Bill. enemy. He who s ays that the sonia hig a 

not oppress, denies events which happen every day. The recommendation 

of the Statesmen that the Rent Bill should be withdrawn is grossly unjust 

and partial. The Bill should be passed in such a form as would remove the 

inconvenience of the ryots, and would not gravely injure the zemindars, The 
Editor hopes that Lord Dufferin will pass the Bill in such a form. 


104. The same paper says that it has been fixed that the Duke and 

The means of increasing the loyalty Duchess of Connaught will soon depart from 

of Indians. India. The Hditor says that it is absurd to 

expect that the visits of the princes will increase the loyalty of Indians. 

It is only the appointment of Viceroys who are as just, experienced, and 

noble-hearted as Lord Ripon, but more firm, that can now increase the 
loyalty of Indians, England should know this, and act accordingly. 


105. The same paper says that if the Legislative Councils are so 
The constitution of the Bengal constituted as to represent public opinion, 


Council. then only will the country benefit by their 
existence. These councils can benefit the country if independent mer- 


chants and independent able men are elected as its members by the people. 
Lord Dufferin should realize the fact that the time has arrived for introduc- 
ing the elective system in the selection of members for the Legislative 
Council. Lord Ripon demonstrated the necessity of the introduction 
of the elective system in the selection of members for the Legislative 
Councils by asking the British Indian Association to select re- 
presentatives to advocate their cause in the Supreme Council. Lord 
Ripon was anxious tomake the public opinion heard in the Legislative 
Councils, but Mr. Thompson is quite indifferent to the matter. Of the 
twelve members of the Bengal Council, eight are officials under the Bengal 
Government. There is no probability of the public opinion being heard 
in a council which has only four independent members who _ again 
have not the courage to incur the displeasure of the  Lieutenant- 


- Governor by contradicting him in any matter. The writer says that the 


Self-Government Bull, upon which the political education and improvement 
of the province depend, will soon be introduced into the Council. The 
people should not allow the Bill to be discussed and passed by a Council 
so constituted as the Bengal Council. When Mr. Thompson is resolved 
to introduce the system of self-government in a very defective form, and 
when the Council is so constituted that he is sure to besupported by it, 
there can be no doubt that the Self-Government Bill will prove a mere 
sham. The whole province should protest against the manner in which the 


Lieutenant-Governor has constituted the Council in order to pass the Self- 
Government Jill in the form he pleases. 
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106. The same paper says that Lord Ripon did a real service by 

: reducing the duties upon salt, the consumption 

Lord Ripon and the reduction.of the of 4 sufficient quantity of which is necessary 

eseiegey for the health and vigour of all animals. 

Many thought that the income from the salt duties would never be equal 

to the income from that source before the reduction of the duties. But 
the experience of two years has proved Lord Ripon’s far-sightedness. 

107. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 23rd December, says that the 
Bombay and _ Calcutta speeches of 
Lord Dufferin are reassuring. The Anglo- 
Indians influence Viceroys either by coaxing or by threatening. But 
Lord Dufferin has emphatically declared that he will not be amenable to 
any of these influences. He will do fearlessly what will appear to him 
just and proper. ‘his is what the natives expect from him. India is new 
to Lord Dufferin. It would be too early to say that his reign will not prove 
beneficial, if immediately on his arrival in the country he does not initiate 
any good measure. 

108. The same paper attributes the race antagonism between natives 
and Europeans to the introduction of the 
competitive system for admission into the 
Civil Service. Before the introduction of that system men of respectable 
birth only were appointed civilians. But now-a-days men of very low origin 
cet appointment by merely passing an examination. These men consider 
natives as their siaves, and they are very proud of their position. Even 
planters belong to more respectable families than civilians. The former 
do not condescend to eat with the latter, and so the civilians become very 
anxious to curry favours with the planters in order that they might be 
invited at dinners and have opportunities of talking with their daughters. 

109. The same paper says that Mr. Cotton has extorted some very 
damaging admissions from Dr. Payne, who 
volunteered to give his evidence against the 
Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality. Dr. Payne being a public 
officer of high standing, the Anglo-Indian Editors abuse Mr. Cotton for 
exposing him. The writer is of opinion that Dr. Payne should not have 
rone to give his evidence. 

110. The same paper publishes a letter from Baboo Harinarain Pandit, 
the talukdar of Bara Belun, to Baboo Satya 
Kinker Sen, the Assistant Secretary to the 
Burdwan Famine Relief Association. He has given a list of the names of 
those persons in Bara Belun who will breathe their last, unless speedily 
relieved. ‘The writer hopes that Government will grant some relief to 
these persons. 


Lord Dufferin. 


Europeans and natives. ~ 
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Famine in Burdwan. 


ced 111. A correspondent writing to the same 
paper complains that wild boars are doing much 
mischief at Bore. | 

112. A correspondent writing tothe same paper complains that the 
condition of Satgachia is really heart-rending. 
The Magistrate says from the head-quarters 


that there is no famine; but howis he to know how much the people are 
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suffering ? Over and above the scarcity, malaria has made its appearance in - 


these parts. ‘There isno doctor. People have no goodroads. They pay the 
road cess, but never receive any benefit from it. 

1138. The Prabhalé, of the 23rd December, hears arumour that 
Mr. Beverley and Mr. Trevelyan are to be ap- 
pointed Judges of the High Court. The writer 
objects to the appointment of Mr. Beverley, inasmuch as there are better men 


The new Judges of the High Court. 
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in the service; and to that of Mr. Trevelyan, because there are Barristers 
abler and of longer standing who would fill the place with honour, 


114. The Samvudd Bdhikd, of the 4th December, sympathises with the 


movement set on foot by the editors of. native 
papers with the object of presenti 
suitable address to Lord Ripon, who granted freedom to the Vernacular Press, 

115. The Uikal Digid, of the 6th December, points out that 
Mr. Larminie, when he was Commissioner 
of Orissa, showed great partiality in filling 
up some of the posts that fell vacant under him. While competent 
candidates were available in Orissa, he brought down a few men from 
Burdwan, of which place he had been the Magistrate. It therefore advises 
his successor, Mr. Metcalfe, not to follow the example of his predecessor jy 
this matter. 

116. The same paper is not at all satisfied with the transfers of minis. 
terial officers serving under the Collectors of 
Balasore, Cuttack and -Pooree, that were 
effected under the orders of Mr. Larminie, late Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division. The paper is of opinion that the ministerial officers, stationed 
at particular places and doing good work, should not be transferred 
to other places without sufficient cause. Any unreasonable order on the 
subject by the authorities causes unnecessary hardship to such officers. 

117. The same paper finds fault with Mr. Gupta, Officiating Magistrate 
of Pooree, for recommending that the Magis- 
trate of that district should bea member of the | 
Municipal Committee, formed under the new municipal law. It argues that, | 
if the Magistrate be made a member of the Committee, he is sure to preside 
at its sittings, for no other member will dare occupy the chair in the presence | 
of the district officer. 

118. The same paper gives an account of a large meeting 
held in the Cuttack Printing Company’s Hall 
to do honour to Lord Ripon, the retiring 
Viceroy of India. Many speeches were delivered which elicited enthusiastic 
cheers from the audience. It was further resolved to perpetuate the memory 
of the retiring Viceroy by some substantial work in aid of which 1t was 
proposed to collect contributions from all who have any respect for that 
popular Viceroy. 

119. The Utkal Darpan, of the 9th December, finds fault with the 

Tie publication of notices in news- local officers of the Public Works Department 
papers inviting tenders for work, tor not publishing in the local newspapers 
notices inviting tenders for works to be executed under their orders. 

120. The same paper reports that an active export of rice from the 
Balasore Port has raised the price of that 
article of food, and thereby caased distress to 
the poor residents of that town. | 

121. The Zéraké mourns the death of Baboo Sashibhusan Mukerjee, 

Orissa canal oppression, — who had devoted his energies in the last 
be years of his life to a careful study of the 
oppressions of the Canal Revenue Department in Orissa, and who, on that 


account, would have been, if alive, greatly useful to the Canal Commission 
appointed by Government. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, M.A. & Belay 


| Bengali Translator. 
BeNoeall ‘1 RANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 92 


The 27th December 1884. 


Lord Ripon and native papers. 


Mr. Larminie, 


Transfers of ministerial officers. 


The Officiating Magistrate of Pooree, 


A meeting in honour of Lord Ripon. 


Export of rice from Balasore. 


Bengal Sect. Press—R. J, D'S, and otherse»Reg. No. 118800 —66—30-12-84 


4 
| 
} 
{ 
‘ 
i 


Bae 


pK SD Ore 
. 


niet 


Py AR 


